UNKNOWNS PROJECT 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR ONLINE CLASSES 
 
1. After reading the “Unknowns Project Instructions” file, look at the “Unknowns Flowchart” file.  The majority of your questions will probably be answered by carefully reading those files.   
2. Then, look at the “Unknowns Organisms List” file.  Based on the organisms on that list, select the test that will give you the best dichotomous split possible, then let me know which test you have chosen by sending me an email at: In the SUBJECT LINE state your last name and your unknowns culture number, i.e.: Marsh #111.  ** NOTE – do NOT use the Canvas message feature – use my email address instead ** 
a. In that email:   
i. Tell me which test you wish to run.   ii. I'll reply to confirm that I have received your instructions. You should then wait for the appropriate incubation time to pass for your chosen test, then write back to me asking for the test result.   
iii. I will send you a picture of the result, which you will use to determine which organisms have been eliminated from the “Unknown Organisms List”.  Then you can decide on your next test. Advise me which test you have chosen, and we will continue this process until you have determined the identity of your unknown organism.  
iv. Maintain a running email chain with me specifically for the unknowns project.   
3. Additional IMPORTANT information:   
a. Being organized will definitely help with your success in the project! 
b. ALL of the information you will need is posted in the "UNKNOWNS PROJECT" module in Canvas. What you should do first is look up which Unknown bacterial number you have - in the "Unknown Culture Assignments" file.   
c. I would suggest that everyone conduct a Gram stain as their first test, as it gives a perfect dichotomous split… 
d. Test incubation times:   
i. If its a “quick” test (e.g. only takes a few minutes in which to obtain a result) - email me for the result ONE DAY after you request the test.   
ii. If the test gives a range of times - e.g. 24 - 48 hours, or 2-5 days - fine to email me any time within that range.   
iii. If you choose the gelatin test, the incubation period should be 5 days.   
e. When actually doing this project in the lab, sometimes you will obtain an “inconclusive” result. However, for the online version of the project, note that I will not be sending you any inconclusive results.   
f. REALLY IMPORTANT POINTS - when deciding which test to run AND also when 
interpreting a test result it is critical that you carefully read all of the test instructions. They can be found in the Canvas module. This is because there are sometimes tips in there that may affect your decisions. NOTE that there are also important tips at the bottom of the Unknown Organisms List. Don't ignore those!  Also, entries of “V” or “ND” on the Unknowns Organisms List means that that test result is variable/not determined for that organism; that test will NOT eliminate that organism, no matter the result! 
g. When I send a picture of a test result for your unknown, there is no point trying to find that exact picture on Google because the image I send will NOT match with a specific Google picture for a specific species of bacterium. Also, just because you get the same picture as a classmate does not mean you have the same bacterium as they do - remember, there are 22 possible bacteria, and I won't send out 22 different Gram stain pictures corresponding to each of those 22 species.   
h. On the Unknowns Organisms List, it does state that some of the unknown bacteria can be a coccobacillus shape - IGNORE THIS FOR THIS VIRTUAL VERSION OF THE UNKNOWNS PROJECT. Assume that those bacteria are rod-shaped.   
